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Justices allow enforcement 
of president’s travel ban 


BY ROBERT BARNES 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

The Supreme Court on Mon- 
day granted President Donald 
Trump’s request that his revised 
travel ban be enforced fully 
while legal challenges to it pro- 
ceed in lower courts. 

The justices approved a re- 
quest from the president’s law- 


yers to lift restrictions on the 
order - which bans most trav- 
elers from eight nations, most 
with Muslim majorities -that 
had been imposed by lower 
courts. 

The court gave no reason for 
its decision, but said it expected 
lower court review of the exec- 
utive orders to proceed quickly. 
Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Sonia Sotomayor would 
have kept in place partial stays 


on the order. 

Judges in two judicial circuits 
- the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the 4th Circuit in Richmond and 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
9th Circuit in San Francisco - 
had cast doubt on Trump’s third 
executive order banning almost 
all travel from certain countries. 

Oral arguments are scheduled 
for soon in both federal appeals 
court cases on whether the ban 
exceeds the president’s broad 


powers on immigration. 
The latest iteration - the third 
ban that Trump has ordered - 


blocks various people from eight 


countries: Syria, Libya, Iran, 
Yemen, Chad, Somalia, North 
Korea and Venezuela. Six of the 
countries have Muslim major- 
ities. 

But federal judges in Mary- 
land and Hawaii have blocked 
its implementation for “foreign 
nationals who have a credible 


claim of a bona fide relationship 
with a person or entity in the 
United States.” They said such 
people include grandparents, 
grandchildren, brothers-in-law, 
sisters-in-law, aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews and cousins of 
people in the United States. 

The language is drawn from a 
Supreme Court decision last 
June that exempted such foreign 
nationals from Trump’s second 
version of the executive order, 
which expired this fall. 

Lawyers for Hawaii, one of 
the challengers to the travel 
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Supreme Court lets stand Texas ruling on 
gay spouse benefits, 5A 
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City officials plan to remove soil from two locations in Greenbriar Park in south Fort Worth that have slightly elevated levels of chemicals. 


Years after discovery, 
polluted soil is being 
removed from local park 


BY SANDRA BAKER 
sabaker @star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
Soil containing arsenic and 
another known cancer-causing 
chemical in Greenbriar Park is 

being removed more than a 
decade after the contamination 
was discovered. 

Crews are getting two sites in 
the south Fort Worth park 
ready for the removal of about 
6,000 cubic yards of dirt that 
contain low levels of arsenic 
and a hydrocarbon used as a 
base for coatings and paint, in 
roofing and paving, and as a 


binder in asphalt products. 

Although a 2005 report by 
environmental consultants 
concluded the “risk to human 
health is minimal and no furth- 
er action should be necessary,” 
the city has changed course 
and will now remove the soil. 

The remediation is being 
triggered by a Parks Depart- 
ment expansion of its service 
center on James Avenue, on the 
park’s west side. The expansion 
will take in about 4.5-acres of 
the park. 

“It became an important 
project, but it wasn’t necessar- 
ily urgent,” said Cody Whitten- 
burg, Fort Worth’s environ- 


mental manager. “We’re now 
close to getting rid of it.” 
Greenbriar Park, a 49-acre 
park about four miles south of 
downtown, will not be closed 
while the work is being done. 
But those who fish at the lake 
in the park will not have access 
to the east side of the water. 
That’s one area where the 
chemicals are in the soil. The 
other site is along the park’s 
north boundary, where park- 
goers can play Frisbee golf. 
“Tm glad that it’s happen- 
ing,” said Clarissa Calderon, 
president of the 525-home 
North Greenbriar Neighbor- 
hood Association. “It’s good 


news for us.” 

The neighborhood associ- 
ation regularly partners with 
the Greenbriar Recreation 
Center to host events, includ- 
ing a summer fishing competi- 
tion and during the city’s an- 
nual Cowtown Cleanup, she 
said. 

In September, the City Coun- 
cil approved a $341,989 con- 
tract with Eagle Remediation 
and Demolition in Springtown 
to do the work. 

The amount of dirt being 
removed is enough to fill more 
than 300 dump trucks. Crews 
will dig about 12 inches to 
reach and remove the contam- 
ination. The areas will be filled 
with clean dirt and new sod. 

The remediation project is 
expected to take three to four 
weeks to complete, Whitten- 
burg said. Because of the low 
levels of chemicals, the dirt will 
go to the city’s landfill on Salt 
Road, about seven miles east of 
the park off of Interstate 20, he 
said. 
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AFTER BREAK-INS, 
CHURCH BOARDS UP 
WINDOWS 


A Fort Worth church has 
been broken into at least 12 
times over the past six years. 
4A 


NATIONAL 


TRUMP SCALES 
BACK 2 NATIONAL 
MONUMENTS 


It’s the largest reduction 
of public lands protection 
in U.S. history. 7A 


Known for 
helicopters, 
Bell jumps 
into drone 
market 


BY BILL HANNA 
billhanna@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

The drone that delivers a 
package to your doorstep may 
someday be built by Bell Hel- 
icopter. 

The Fort Worth-based avia- 
tion giant is moving aggressively 
into the autonomous vehicle 
business and on Monday 
showed off one called APT — 
short for Automatic Pod Trans- 
port — that could potentially be 
employed by the military or 
retailers like Amazon. 

“We think the opportunity for 
a vehicle like this is now,” said 
Scott Drennan, Bell’s director of 
innovation. “...We’re ready to 
address customers’ needs to- 
day.” 

Bell’s drone is a “modular, 
scalable vehicle” that can be 
adapted to meet a customer’s 
needs, Drennan said. Depend- 
ing on the model, it can be small 
enough to handle loads up to 15 
pounds, but large enough to 
transport 1,000 pounds. 

Bell says it can fly farther and 
faster than many of its compet- 
itors. 

“Bell can engineer, build, 
certify, field and maintain these 
vehicles in ways that some of 
these newcomers cannot,” 
Drennan said. “That doesn’t 
mean we ignore them. Our 
messaging was around what our 
core business is.” 

There’s been plenty of stories 
about Amazon’s efforts to devel- 
op drone technology that can 
drop off a package at your 
house. 

And while that makes for 
great conversation, Drennan 
said there are still plenty of 
challenges before a drone can 
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DAVID JOLRERT Bell He ieaaes 
Bell Helicopter unveiled its 
Automatic Pod Transport — or 
drone — Monday in Fort Worth. 
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